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  On April 20th, 2009, several members of the Eastern Illinois 
University Construction Club helped build a concrete wall as part of the 
Writing on the Wall project at Eastern Illinois University. The wall, built in 
conjunction with  Social Justice and Diversity Week, was constructed with 
cement blocks decorated with words or phases that have hurt, offended or 
marginalized students. Dr. Jerry Cloward, pictured at 
right, was the faculty sponsor for the project. People 
from the community were invited to decorate the 
bricks in the Library and South quads, for no cost.
  On the following Thursday the Residence Hall 
Association tore down the 200-cinderblock wall that 
had been standing outside the MLK Jr. Union in the 
Library Quad for 
four days. The wall 
symbolized the 
boundaries between 
students and the 
EIU community.  Everyone was invited 
to help tear down the wall to help tear 
down these boundaries.
 The previous Saturday seventeen 
career and technical education students 
and their faculty advisor, Dr. Julie Chadd, second from right, took part in a 
community service project at the Habitat 
for Humanity work site. The students 
hung drywall, wallboard, painted and 
provided a clean up detail for the site. 
  Students in Dr. Karen Drage’s 
business education methods courses, 
beta tested the All Terrain Brain youth 
entrepreneurship curriculum with 
8-10 year old students at the after 
school program at Jefferson Elemen-
tary School in Charleston, Illinois. 
For six weeks, the business education students presented hour-long lessons. 
The Business Solutions Center and the business education methods courses 
will beta test the program again in the fall at the Mattoon YMCA after 
school program. The All Terrain Brain (ATB) curriculum allows 8-12 year 
olds tap into their entrepreneurial spirits. 
Students in School of Technology Involved In    
Service to the Community
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School of Technology Sponsors First 
Student Research Symposium
 On April 9, 2009, the School of Technology hosted 
a Student Research Symposium to showcase under-
graduate and graduate research conducted during the 
2008-2009 academic year. Dean Diane Hoadley provided 
opening remarks to mark the beginning of the event.   
Eleven students presented information on their research. 
Integration of RFID in Automated Robotic Operations
Andrew Grzelak (INT) Mentor: Dr. Guccione
The Exploration of BDI Modeling to Electric Motor 
Vibration Monitoring and Analysis
James Stratton (INT) Mentor: Dr. Guccione
Radio Frequency Identification Reactions with Metallic 
and Non-metallic Materials
Nicholas Savitzky (INT) Mentor: Dr. Guccione
Preparing Students with Woodworking
Kurt Fenzel (CTE) and Brian McGuigan (SOT-Const) 
Mentor: Dr. Cloward
Educational Technologies and How Teachers Use Them
Amy Woodrum (CTE)
M-Porting Plant Layout
Michael Andrews (INT) and Lucas Martinez (SOT-Prod) 
Mentor: Dr. McDonald
Exploration of A Method for Constructing An Industrial 
Ethernet with Ethernet Enabled Devices
Uros Marjanovich (MS Tech) Mentor: Dr. Guccione
Vertical Axis Wind Turbines
Joseph Tillman (MS Tech) Mentor: Dr. Guccione
Training and Delivery Methods Utilized by Illinois ASTD
Kim Ervin (MS Tech) Mentor: Dr. Hogan
Software Development Kit (SDK) for Facial Recognition
Shou-Jen Steve Wang (MS Tech) Mentor: Dr. Liu
Examination of Student Needs for a CNC Machine
Integration of RFID in Automated Robotic Operations
Andrew Grzelak (INT)  Mentor: Dr. Guccione
Renewable energy is proven technology, the price is dropping, the rest of the world is 
going that way, that’s where our investment should be going as well.
      - Bob Brown, Australian Greens Politician and Environmentalist
 
 Across the United States, legislators and Building and Construc-
tion Trades Departments  have focused on rebuilding the infrastructure of 
America and on the importance of Clean Energy. Recently, Representative 
James Oberstar (D-MN), Chairman of the Transportation and Infrastructure 
Committee in the US House of Representatives, confirmed the commitment 
of his committee to enact a re-authorization of the federal highway pro-
gram. Infrastructure and clean energy continues to be cited by both trades 
union representatives legislators across the country as key components in 
economic recovery (America’s, 2009). 
 Jessica Milano (2009) from Progressive Policy Institute recently 
cited infrastructure shortfalls such as aging bridges and levees, dys-
functional airports, and vast stretches of the nations still unserved by 
advanced telecommunications networks as proof that adequate fund-
ing be a top priority for the new administration. 
 Investment in rebuilding America provides students in the School of 
Technology with a unique opportunity to rise to leadership positions after 
graduation. In an effort to foster internships and support future careers in 
construction, the Construction Club at EIU sponsored an information night 
with Kiewit Western Co. in Phoenix, Arizona. 
Tiffany Chamanzad, senior recruiter for the 
company presented information about Kiewit, 
how to apply for internships and positions 
with the company and presented Jared Bundy, 
president of the construction club with a check 
for $500. The money will be used for project un-
dertaken by the club. Two INT students secured 
internships for 2009.
Building America’s Infrastructure Providing 
Careers for School of Technology Graduates
Dr. Deborah Woodley
Epsilon Pi Tau Initiations 
Eleven New Members    
During Fall Ceremony
 Eleven new student members were initi-
ated into EPT on November 14, 2008. Epsilon 
Pi Tau, Inc. was founded at The Ohio State 
University in 1929 by a group of leaders in 
Industrial Education. The organization, an 
international honorary for professionals in 
technology, is for people in the Technology 
Education and Industrial-Vocational Educa-
tion professions. Epsilon Pi Tau is the only 
international professional honorary in our 
field. 
 Membership in Epsilon Pi Tau is open to 
students, teachers, and administrators of tech-
nology education, and executives from indus-
try. Graduate and undergraduate members are 
selected based upon their grade point average. 
Teachers, administrators, and industrial execu-
tives are selected for membership on the basis 
of leadership and outstanding professional 
contributions and achievements. Dr. Sam 
Guccione, Chapter Trustee led the ceremony.  
Drs. David Melton, Thomas Hawkins, Luke 
Steinke, Deborah Woodley, and retired faculty 
Dr. Gene Strandberg. Joe DeWalt, Uros Mar-
janovic and INT student Jared Bundy, also 
took part in the initiation ritual. Congratula-
tions to all new EPT members. 
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2008 Fall Initiates into Epsilon Pi Tau
From left to right: Alyssa McKeefery, Paul Bier-
man, Uros Majanovic, Matthew Luedke, Mark 
Medlyn, Ryan Devries, Sarah Beem, Brian Baker, 
Fred Akers, James Stratton, Vishnu Nalluri.
Faculty Making a Difference
  Two School of Technology professors 
were nominated as Outstanding Graduate 
Faculty Mentors. Dr. Sam Guccione was 
nominated by former graduate student 
Uros Marjanovic and Dr. Roger Hogan was 
nominated by graduate student Kim Ervin.   
 Drs. Chadd, Cloward, McDonald and 
Steinke received Redden Fund Grants for 
FY 09. Redden funds are used for improve-
ment in undergraduate education. Dr. 
Karen Drage and Dr. Julie Chadd received 
IBEA Research Awards for their study Pro-
fessional Development: Implications for 
Career and Technical Education Teachers. 
Dr. Karen Drage received a Summer 2009 
Research  & Creative Activity Award grant.
Dr.Ping Liu was selected for 
the 2009 William G. Kirk In-
ternational Leadership Award.
Dr. Rigo Chinchilla  served as 
faculty marshall for the Graduate 
School in the Fall 2008 ceremony. 
Dr. Julie Chadd received 
the IBEA 2008 Collegiate 
Teacher of the Year award.
Rashmita Tripathy received 
the Outstanding International 
Student Award.
Faculty & Student Awards & Achievements
Four New Faculty join the School of Technology
 Four new faculty members joined the School of Technology during 2008-2009. Dr. Rendong Bai, joined the school from the 
University of Kentucky with a Ph.D. in Computer Science. Dr. Bai holds a masters in computer aided design and a bachelors in air-
craft engineering from Beijing University of Aeronautics and Astronautics. Dr. Bai has an expertise in engineering and three years 
of industry experience in software engineering. His research interests in computer science include mobile computing, wireless 
networks, computer security and performance evaluation. 
 Dr. Kaninika Bhatnagar joined the school from Eastern Michigan University with a Ph.D. in Technology. Dr. Bhatnagar holds  
two masters degrees in architecture and technology as well as a bachelors of Architecture degree. In addition to her expertise in 
architecture she has developed an expertise in gender roles in technological arenas. Dr. Bhatnagar was recently invited to join the 
Women’s Studies program faculty at EIU.  
 Dr. Mandy Wu joined the school with a Ph.D. from Western Michigan University with a focus on paper engineering, chemical 
engineering and digital imaging. She holds a masters degree in applied media arts and an undergraduate degree in graphic arts. Dr. 
Wu’s research interests focus on color matching capabilities of digital printers and how paper properties influence color reproduc-
tion. She teaches color management as well as digital prepress courses for the School of Technology.
  Mr. Gabriel Grant, digital prepress, joined the school as an annually contracted faculty member. Mr. Grant received his under-
graduate degree at EIU with a major in digital printing. He recently completed his masters in technology from EIU with a focus in 
technology management. Mr. Grant serves as the coordinator of the Digital Printing, Imaging, and Web Technology laboratory and 
teaches classes in digital prepress and photography. He also serves as editor for Premier Boys State  and Girls State Yearbooks.
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Uros Marjanovic received the 
on campus 2009 Distinguished 
Graduate Student Award and a 
Williams Travel Award.
Lynnell Lacy received the off 
campus 2009 Distinguished 
Graduate Student Award
Patrick Walser received a Wil-
liams Travel Award to present at 
NAIT conference.
Dr. Karen Drage was named 




The School of Technology 2009 Scholarships and Awards Program was held on April 5, 2009 at 2:00 p.m. Over 100 friends and fam-
ily members were in attendance to celebrate the eighteen awardees’ achievements. Jeremy Camp, who received the Kenneth & Keith 






Charles A. Elliott 
Technology Education
Karl Rabe
Lois E. Elliott Industrial
Technology Scholarship
Kristie Haines
Carolyn A. Forbes 
Centennial Scholarship
Charles Brawner
Roy E. Ehrsam 
Scholarship
Matthew Luedke
Messer Family Scholarship 
in Technology
Robert Raschke
Lucille M. Klehm 
Technology Education
Jamison Klein
Lillian R. Greathouse 
Scholarship
Matthew Koger
National Business Education 
Association Award of Merit
Joseph Mallory  amd Kevin Siefert received
Felstehausen-Boldrey Excellence in Career & 
Organizational Studies Awards
Michael Kranz (center) with Foster & Jean Rinefort 
received the Harold D. Fildes Scholarship
Daniel Kolez pictured with 
Mrs. Price received the 
James D. Price Scholarship
Mitchel Sempowicz 
Career & Organizational Studies 
Student Excellence Award
Emma Walsh
Walter A. Klehm 
Technology Award
Pat Zavoral






Student Ambassadors for 2008-2009 Alex Leuty, Pat 
Zavoral, Margaret & Bridget O’Connor, Karen Dye and 
Karl Rabe served as hosts for the Awards Program.
School purchases a Dimensional 3D Printer 
for Computer Integration Manufacturing 
Laboratory
Dr. David Melton
 In April 2009 the school received a Dimension Elite 3D printer 
for classroom instruction in the Technology program. The 3D printer 
will compliment student courses in Computer-Aided Design (CAD) and 
Manufacturing (CAM). The 3D Printer offers a fast, low-cost alterna-
tive to traditional rapid prototyping for building concept and working 
models of new design and reverse engineering projects. 
 Local regional manufactures have also shown interest in 
outsourcing time on the 3D printer which will help in the support of 
maintenance and material cost and keep student lab fees to a minimum. 
The use of these industrial contacts potentially can enhance the student 
learning by allow students to interact with real-world parts and compo-
nents engineered by regional companies throughout the area.
 The Dimension Elite 3D printer creates Fused Deposition 
Models (FDM) produced by .STL data files that are generated through 
most CAD/CAM and graphic design software. Turnaround time for the 
3D model depends on the quality, size, tolerance and complexity of the 
.STL file. Finally, the 3D printer provides the initial steps in understand-
ing and research development in Rapid Manufacturing technologies.
 
 School of Technology graduate stu-
dent Daniel P. Harvey II received the 
Distinguished Master’s Thesis Award & 
Midwest Association of Graduate Schools 
Thesis Nomination for his thesis Automated 
Estimation of Time Codes for Captioning 
Digital Media. Dr. Peter Ping Liu served as 
faculty mentor. 
      Harvey’s thesis focused on the develop-
ment of algorithms to automate the synchro-
nization of captions with audio and video. 
Captioning provides accessibility to media 
resources for deaf and hearing-impaired 
persons and is mandated by federal and 
state laws. The process is time consuming 
and labor intensive so consequently many 
providers choose not to incorporate captions 
into media presentations on the web. 
       A web application for captioning digital 
media was developed using the results of 
the study. 
 Harvey, pictured above with Dean Au-
gustine of the graduate school works at the 
Center for Academic Technology Support 
(CATS) at EIU as Technology Coordinator.
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Clockwise: Screen shot of digital 3D 
drawing. Product at various stages and 
final product after processing. Filament 
is used to build the structure starting with 
the filler which is subtracted from the 
final product. Product is 1 1/4 inches high 
and took 36 minutes to complete. 
SOT Graduate Student 
Daniel P. Harvey II Receives 
Distinguished Master’s 
Thesis Award
School of Technology 524400
600 Lincoln Avenue
Charleston, Illinois 61920-3099
  SOT Faculty Mourn The Loss Of Three Students
On March 21, 2009 Anitha Veerapaneni, Anusha Anumolu, and Priya Muppavarapu 
were killed in a tragic automobile accident in Des Peres, Missouri. All three were 
EIU graduate students from India enrolled in the School of Technology. Faculty, 
staff, fellow students, and community members were touched by their deep friend-
ship and love of life. While we mourn the loss of these women and their promising 
futures, we celebrate their lives and the moments we shared with them. 






Priya Darshini Muppavarapu, Anitha Lakshmi Veerapaneni, Anusha 
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